Pursuing Peace between people of different faiths
Saturday November 22nd  2025 at 12 pm.
Ruth Jones MP  led a discussion based on her parliamentary experience as a Labour Party Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief.
1. The All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Freedom of Religion or Belief is based on the components of the Human Rights Declaration that established
· The freedom to change your religion
· The freedom to practice your religion in public and in private
We discussed components of freedom viz Freedom of, Freedom from, Freedom to, Freedom for. Evangelism and missionary activity is related to Freedom to.
2. The APPG communicates principally with The Foreign Office and the envoy for faith David Smith. It also communicates directly with UK Government departments and foreign governments and individuals. Letters of support are greatly valued
3. There was previously some interfaith activity in Dorchester but less so now. There is a mosque established behind the Keep.
4. We discussed the importance of dialogue and respect cf tolerance
5. The Chaplaincy at DCH works with patients and staff of all faiths even though the chaplains are predominantly Christian
6. Concern about prejudice expressed on social media and pronouncements made by right wing political groups
7. We noted the need for religious literacy eg in initiatives such as PREVENT
8. Important to distinguish Wahaabism from other branches of Islam
9. Important to recognise that worldwide most religious persecution is against Christians. Even when not persecuted there can be restrictions. It was understood that The Magnificat is banned in Chile and Guatamala..
